‘Please read me a story: Parents’ guide to reading with children.’





User Profile





Hatchford Primary School is mixed with 445 pupils on the roll aged 3 - 11 years. This includes 54 children who attend nursery part time and 14 pupils who have a statement of special education needs and is one of several ‘feeder’ primary schools in the area. The large majority of pupils are of white British heritage and there are 24 mixed heritage pupils and 14  pupils of African or Caribbean extraction. All the pupils speak English as their first language. The pupils reading attainment on entry to the school is well below the national average. The parents include professional and part-time workers, full-time mothers, fathers and grandparents. The age range is between 20 and 68 years.





The school regards reading as an important skill, along with encouraging children to read for pleasure both at school and in the home. It also considers that parental involvement can have a great impact on pupils interest and achievement. Among the areas the school indicates as in need of focus is the lack of parental involvement in school literacy and the encouragement of children to read for pleasure. 





Introduction





A one day storytelling and reading workshop for 6-8 adult participants is proposed. The aim is to develope active parental involvement in children’s reading both in and outside the classroom. The course delivery is to be a combination of oral presentation, hand outs and active participation taking into account the likely differing learning styles and motives of the participants and will be held in the school library. The course trainer will be the school librarian.





Programme Objectives  





The participants will through demonstration and discussion be able to: 





Understand the importance of reading with children 


Develope skills to support their child’s reading. 


Use storytelling and reading to re-enforce the concept of reading as an enjoyable activity





Learning Outcomes





Benjamin Bloom (1965), identified three domains of educational activity, these were Cognitive for mental skills (Knowledge), Affective for growth in feelings or emotional areas (Attitude), while Psychomotor is for manual or physical skills (Skills). This categorization of learning behaviours can be thought of as "the goals of the training process." That is, after the training session the participant should have acquired these new skills, knowledge, or attitudes. On completing the workshop the expectation is that the participants will be able to do something that they couldn’t do before - that is:





Create a reading environment 


Be able to select and use books with children


Be able to apply oral presentation skills.  


Have started to develop their own creative and imaginative skills.




















Programme Schedule





Time�
Key Points�
Delivery Method�
Resources�
Duration�
�
9 a.m �
Welcome and Introductions


Health and safety


Comfort facilities�
Course trainer�
Name badges and  course timetable �
15 minutes�
�
9.30 a.m �
Programme packs and Reading Questionnaires�
�
Programme Packs and  Questionnaire�
30 minutes�
�
10.00 a.m �
The role of storytelling and reading


  Storytelling is not ‘just for kids’�
Course trainer demonstration�
Story book ‘I Believe in Unicorns’ Michael Morpurgo (2005).�
1 Hour�
�
11.00 a.m�
BREAK�
BREAK�
BREAK�
20 minutes�
�
11.20 a.m�
Choosing the right book or  Story Sack�
Group participation Video presentation�
Selection of board, picture books and short novels 


Selection of story sacks�
�
�
12.20 p.m.�
‘Please tell me a story’ preparing your presentation�
Group discussion�
Participant selected story book or sack �
1 Hour�
�
12.45 p.m. �
LUNCH�
Buffet/tea/coffee and soft drinks�
School Kitchen�
45 minutes�
�
13.30 p.m.�
Presentations�
Group participation�
Participant selected story book or sack�
1 ½  Hours�
�
15.00 p.m.�
BREAK�
BREAK�
BREAK�
�
�
15.15 p.m. �
Evaluation


How was it for you?


What have you learned?�
Group discussion�
Evaluation forms�
1 Hour�
�
16.15 p.m.�
END OF SESSION�
�
�
�
�



Overall structure of the programme


The programme is divided into three focus areas involving group work, communication and self-evaluation. Examining in detail storytelling and its role, the use of books and story sacks and  presentations.  





Section One begins with the completion of a questionnaire. The trainer will use questions at this initial stage not to question understanding and knowledge but to encourage the participants to think about the subject of reading and their own attitudes towards it. 





Section Two sees the participants invited to make book or sack selections, followed by a short video presentation which will allow the participants to see story sacks in action.


A story sack is a large cloth bag containing a good quality picture book with supporting materials to stimulate reading activities. The sack contains soft toys of the main characters with props and scenery relating to the story to bring the book to life. A non-fiction book linked to the fiction theme, an audio tape and a language game based on the book are also included. Additionally there are ideas for parents to develop children’s listening, reading and writing skills, using the contents of the sack.





In the final session the participants will be invited to draw on some of the aspects discussed and present their own story using books or sacks or their own story. It is hoped that this shared experience and knowledge will inspire and enthuse all participants taking part in the workshop. 





The session concludes with an evaluation of the programme and shared experience.


In addition, the likely learning outcomes for each session have been formulated. At the conclusion each of the participants will be able or at least have the foundations to:





Session 1 





Understand the value of storytelling and reading. Appreciate that storytelling is not ‘just for children’ 


Develop some effective uses of storytelling e.g. to explore with a child difficult subjects such as bullying or family crisis.


Develop strategies for encouraging and supporting children’s interaction with books.





Session 2





Become familiar with age appropriate books and stories.


Be able to identify some of the elements required for creating a ‘reading environment’.





Session 3 


Identify successful elements for shared reading


Make positive suggestions for improvement in individual shared reading experience


Complete a short presentation using either a book, kit or sack.





It is anticipated that as a result of the whole group experience, the participants will feel encouraged, and confident enough to use books or story sacks within their own family and in supporting reading in school.
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