
Introduction to CrossSearcher-
how to search multiple electronic 
databases simultaneously
Introduction:
Most students studying at university have limited time to do their research effectively and still manage to write up their assignments in a timely manner. CrossSearcher allows users to search a maximum of 10 databases simultaneously using a single entry point. It is also known as Federated or Cross-Database searching. 
Other advantages include the ability to create alerts and save queries as well as emailing full text records and exporting their details into Endnote bibliographic software. 

Students are often unsure how to go about utilising the resources available to them so this training program has been designed to assist them early in their course to understand the methods of obtaining relevant and current information and the benefits of manipulating the databases to their own advantage.

Aim:

To develop skills and gain confidence in the use of CrossSearcher by selecting appropriate databases; obtaining and manipulating relevant search results and retrieving full text documents. The time-saving advantages of searching multiple databases consecutively will be a bonus to students and researchers and will enable them to more effectively understand and utilise the available resources.
Objectives:
During this training session students will become familiar with…

· Running a basic and advanced search

· Creating a list of search queries and setup of alerts

· Locating specific databases and electronic journals

· Exporting records to Endnote

· Linking to full text documents 
· Using Boolean operators and limiters
· Selecting appropriate Categories and Sub-Categories

· Saving or emailing records

Learning Outcomes:

On successful completion of this training course students will be able to…
· Develop searching skills by limiting and expanding the data input
· Understand the range of databases and electronic journals available via Cross-Searcher
· Analyse the relevancy of Categories and Sub-categories to their needs
· Evaluate the use of Boolean operators and develop search strategies to assist in their research
· Conduct search queries and retrieve relevant documents using the alert option
· Use the save and email options to collect relevant records and also the export to Endnote facility
Course Schedule:
	Time
	Key Points
	Delivery Methods
	Resources
	Duration

	9:00
	Welcome, Registration and name labels
	Informal chat/housekeeping information
	Handout of days program, registration sheet and name labels. 
	15 mins

	9:15
	Introduction
	Powerpoint presentation mentioning aims, objectives and outcomes for the day
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard
	30 mins

	9:45
	Simple searching
	Powerpoint presentation, demonstration and exercises
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard,
Handout
	45 mins.

	10:30
	Tea Break
	
	
	15 mins.

	10:45
	Advanced searching and Boolean Operators
	Powerpoint presentation, Group discussion and activities
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard,

Handout
	60 mins.

	11:45
	Summary and Questions
	Group discussion summarising morning program
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard
	15 mins.

	12:00
	Lunch
	
	
	45 mins.

	12:45
	Personalising Cross-Searcher
	Powerpoint presentation, demonstration  and exercises
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard,

Handout
	45 mins.

	1:30
	Creating alerts and saving searches
	Powerpoint presentation, demonstration and exercises
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard,

Handout
	60 mins.

	2:30
	Tea Break
	
	
	15 mins.

	2:45
	Exporting to Endnote
	Powerpoint presentation, demonstration and exercises
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard,

Handout
	45 mins.

	3:30
	Summary and Questions
	Group discussion summarising afternoon program
	PC’s, Data projector, Internet connection, Whiteboard
	15 mins.

	3:45
	Evaluation and Conclusion
	Group discussion
	Evaluation questionnaire, Contact details
	15 mins.

	4:00
	Conclusion
	
	
	


Delivery Method: 
The training will be conducted for 1st year undergraduate students from the School of Health Sciences. These students may be studying nursing, psychology, social work or community services and they generally require assistance with information literacy and appropriate searching skills.  
The sessions will be held for 10-12 students as small group training is less intimidating and it fosters a more collaborative learning environment. The library where I am employed has a small training room with a Data beam, Smart Screen and PC available for the presenters use. It holds a maximum of 15 students but we only have 10 Tablet PC’s which will be available for student use. 
The CrossSearcher training is quite intensive so it will be spread over a full day. 3 hours in the morning and 3 hours in the afternoon with a 45 minute lunch break and 2 x 15 minute tea breaks. It will begin at 9am and conclude at 4pm. Each session will begin with a presentation and demonstration of the respective area of the database and then the students will have practical exercises to complete with time given for feedback and questions.
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