Individual assignment – Part One

Title: Introduction to Searching EBSCOhost Databases for Health Professionals

Aim 

To provide an introduction to searching the EBSCOhost databases

Objectives

By the end of this session participants will be familiar with

· the content and coverage of the EBSCOhost databases including PsycInfo, Medline and CINAHL

· the process of formulating an effective search strategy including the identification of keywords, concepts and synonyms

· the techniques and skills required to conduct a databases search including the use of subject headings, truncation, Boolean operators and explosion

· managing search results, including print, email, save, and saving searches

Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this training course, participants will be able to:

· select and use the most appropriate database for their research question

· develop a search strategy that includes the use of synonyms, key words and subject headings

· perform a database search using Boolean operators, truncation and explosion

· use the folder to print/email and save search results and to set up a search alert

Training course schedule for “Introduction to Searching EBSCOhost Databases for Health Professionals” training session.

	Time


	Key points
	Delivery

method
	Resources
	Duration

	10.00
	Registration and introduction
	Informal talk
	register,

course schedule hand out
	5 mins

	10.05
	Overview of content of the different EBSCOhost databases
	Presentation
	hand out of database user guides
	10 mins

	10.15
	Formulating a search strategy
	Demonstration
	hand out of search strategy example
	20 mins

	10.35
	searching using subject headings, Boolean operators, expanders and limiters
	Demonstration
	hand out

on Boolean operators
	25 mins

	11.00
	short break
	break
	break
	10 mins

	11.10
	performing a search
	practical exercises
	exercise sheets
	15 mins

	11.25
	performing a search
	review of exercises, group discussion of results
	exercise sheets
	10 mins

	11.35
	managing search results and saving searches
	demonstration
	hand out
	15 mins

	11.50
	review and evaluation of the course
	discussion, questions, and feedback
	evaluation form
	10mins

	12.00
	close
	close
	close
	close


I have chosen to provide training on searching the EBSCOhost databases because they are new for all staff from the beginning of 2007.  Previously all databases were on the Ovid platform but    EBSCO databases were selected by the Department of Health (DoH) for use by all staff from January 2007, a decision I had no control over.

There is a large collection of online information resources purchased by DoH on a state-wide basis. They are available through Clinical Information Access Online (CIAO, www.ciao.health.wa.gov.au
).  Many of these are new resources for 2007.  

Since January I have conducted 12 training sessions on “Introduction to CIAO resources”. I tried to cover the EBSCOhost databases in this session but as each session was only 2 hours and with a lot to cover I found that there was only enough time to give a brief overview. Many staff have said that they would like more training on searching the databases. 

The course is open to any staff who wish to attend.

Delivery methods

I will provide a 2 hour small group training course with a maximum number of six participants. 

I have limited the course to 2 hour duration because I find clinical staff are generally very busy and unable to schedule a longer time.

We have a computer training room on site which has 6 PCs, and I use a laptop and data projector to demonstrate.  I think it is best for each person to have their own PC during training as it is very much a practical session.  There have been occasions of doubling up with the PCs but I don’t think this allows for the best training as some one misses out on the hands on experience.

