Title: Advanced Database Training on OVID Databases

Aims: To provide an introduction to the core OVID databases and to demonstrate advanced searching skills by concentrating on Medline as an example.

Objectives: By the end of this session, participants will be familiar with:

· the names, coverage and content of the OVID Databases including:
· Medline
· CINAHL
· Embase
· EBMR (Evidence-Based Medicine Reviews)
· PsychINFO
· MIMS
· MICROMEDEX
· The types of information available from within these databases.

· The process of developing a research question into an effective search strategy including identification of keywords, concepts and synonyms.

· The techniques and skills required to conduct a database search including the use of controlled language thesaurus, truncation, Boolean operators and explosion of terms.
Learning Outcomes: On successful completion of this training course, participants will be able to:
· Understand the information seeking process and its role in research.

· Develop a search strategy for their research topics.
· Conduct subject searches and other search tactics.

· Evaluate and select information.

	Time
	Key Points
	Delivery method
	Resources
	Duration 

	9.00
	Registration
	
	Register


	10 mins



	9.10
	Welcome & Introduction
	Presentation
	Whiteboard

Course outline handouts
	10 mins

	9.20
	Introduction to databases available
	Lecture

	Computer and projector
	20 mins

	9.40
	A short break
	Short break

	Short break

	10 mins

	9.50
	Choosing  a research question
	Brainstorming
	Whiteboard & Coloured Pens
	5 mins

	9.55
	Developing a research question into an effective search strategy
	Presentation 


	Computer and projector

	 30 mins


	10.25
	Exercises based on previous presentation
	Practical exercises
	Exercise sheets
	35 mins

	11.00
	Coffee
	Coffee

	Coffee
 
	 15 mins.

	11.15
	Techniques and skills
	Presentation
	Computer and projector
	20 mins.

	11.35
	Exercises based on previous presentation
	Practical exercises
	Exercise sheets
	30 mins.

	12.05
	Summary of techniques presented in course
	Presentation
	Whiteboard & Coloured Pens & Handouts
	15 mins.

	12.20
	Thank you and please return evaluation forms
	Discussion
	Course evaluation forms
	10 mins.

	
	
	
	
	

	12.30
	Close
	Close
	Close
	Close


Training Course Schedule
Course delivery methods

The training session will be offered 09.00 – 12.30. After reviewing the answers from a training needs assessment questionnaire sent to the medical staff of the hospital, it was decided to offer a half day session in advanced searching skills training on OVID Databases. One trainer only is available for this session. The course will be delivered in a computer training room in the hospital. The training room has 8 individual computers with the OVID Databases available. The course will be restricted to 7 participants with the remaining computer used by the trainer. All participants will be able to view the demonstrations from this computer with the use of a projector.

Individual components for course delivery
Lecture

Lecture for approximately 20 minutes, outlining the contents of the various OVID databases available. Handouts will be available with summarized notes on the lecture. A lecture will be particularly useful in this training course to introduce the available OVID databases and their contents, before moving on to concentrate on searching techniques using Medline as a representative database.
Presentation
Different searching techniques, such as the use of controlled language thesaurus, truncation, Boolean operators and explosion of search terms are shown with the use of a computer and projector.
Brainstorming
Brainstorming is to be used when choosing a topic to base a search strategy around. Brainstorming will be chosen when the participants have a common research question or goal.
Practical sessions and exercises

By restricting the number of participants in the training course to 7, it is possible for participants to practice individually by using exercise sheets. Exercises are set around the different components of the training course – e.g. Boolean searching.
