Assignment: Part 1
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

For this assignment I have decided to focus my information skills session on a specific cohort, that being a group of postgraduate medical students. The Medical Students have recently commenced study in the new Medical School at a University, they are new to the study of medicine. I have decided to use this specific cohort as it relates to my current positions and it enables me to review a previous information skills session that has been delivered to medical students. 
The majority of the students enrolled in the postgraduate medicine course did NOT complete their undergraduate degree at the University. Therefore it has been deemed by the medical school that this session is compulsory and is to be included as part of the first year program. This session is seen as an opportunity for getting all students familiar with the library, its resources, services and research searching. For students who had completed previous studies at this University, they are still required to attend the information skills session. It has been decided that ex- students could benefit from the course as a review session and in some cases they will also be introduced to new resources recently implemented and purchased. The content of this session has been specified by the appropriate academics, with some negotiation by the librarian. The academic will not be in attendance at the training session.
To meet the needs of this diverse group of students, this information skills training course will be delivered via a combination of methods. That is this session predominately be delivered as a large group (16 students) and will be presented via demonstrations, a tour, group activity, pairs activity and individual exercises. These methods have been chosen to cater for the students prior knowledge and experiences and to cover their identified ‘gaps in their research skills’ (as identified by their lecturer).  The activities to be completed will vary in difficulty to cater for mixed abilities within the group. 
This course is three and a half hours in duration and is delivered during the first year, introduction block of the medical curriculum. This course runs from 9- 12:30 and includes a structured coffee/ morning tea break, to be taken at a nearby coffee shop on campus at student’s expense. As the library does not have catering facilities no coffee or lunch/ meal is included. The duration and timing of this course has been determined by the medical school to fit into the student timetable and to be completed as part of the compulsory introductory sessions- eg. Introduction to Anatomy, Introduction to Library Skills, Introduction to Assessment etc.
The type of information skills training I have chosen and reasons for the selection of these methods are listed below (please note that these are not is any specific order):
1. Library Induction: This section of the session will include a demonstration and some ‘search and find’  exercises of the library homepage, navigating particular links so that students can be come familiar with the ‘look’ and structure of the homepage. The exercises included will vary in difficulty to cater for the various abilities of the group. The induction will also include a library tour, resources held by the library, demonstration of the Dewey classification scheme that is used by the library, student borrowing rights and contact details of the library.  This library tour is not a standard inclusion in information skills sessions, but this component has been requested by the students. Even though some of the students have studied at this institution previously, as the main library is undergoing a major renovation and as such is structurally changed with collections and services having temporary location changes, a library tour is recommended. Students will also be shown facilities to which they have privileged access and informed that they are allowed to borrow more items than undergraduates.
2. Searching the library catalogue: While students will be required to utilise online sources such as databases, they are also required to know how to search and interpret the library catalogue to locate print items, such as books, print journals and links to selected online resources. To make this session useful to students it will comprise a demonstration and some individual searching exercises. On completion of the individual exercises students will work with a partner to share and compare answers.
3. Creating search strategies:  As this cohort of students has an extremely structured and rigorous lecture schedule they can not afford to be time poor with their searching.  As future doctors these students will have to deal with large amounts of information in a quick and concise manner. Therefore this section has been included to assist students with creating useful and replicable search strategies, assisting with retrieval of relevant results. Students will work in pairs and then as a large group to brainstorm and identify keywords in an assignment. During this section of the lesson, students will be invited to ‘drive’ the demonstrator’s computer to trial their searches. Samples of keyword and search strategy sheets will be provided for students to use and modify. 
4. Searching bibliographic databases, (specifically Medline): One of the senior Medical School lecturers has requested the database Medline (OVID) to demonstrate and for the students to have some practice with. This database was chosen as not all students have medical backgrounds and are not all therefore familiar with the searching functionality of this database. Specifically it has been requested to demonstrate Boolean searching and the use of MESH subject headings in the Medline database. This session will be delivered via a demonstration, individual exercises and group discussion. Students will be given some “free play” time to become familiar with the Medline database- it’s functionality and overall look. Search examples and exercises have been devised by the librarian (me) with consultation from the academic in charge of the research focus of the medical curriculum. At conclusion of this section, students will also be pointed of further help available for Medline – on-line help and library guides.
Icebreaker/ Movement Games
An icebreaker activity has been included at the start of this information skills session as a way to set the ‘mood’ of the lesson and for students to get to know each other. As the majority of this session is conducted via computer, with students seated, a movement exercise is also included during the session as a way to encourage motivation and give students a chance to have a stretch. 

Conclusion
The lesson conclusion will be an opportunity to gain student feedback. This will be acquired via a formal evaluation questionnaire and discussion. During the conclusion students will also be provided with further research help options and contact details (e.g. librarian’s business card).



Introduction
‘Getting Connected to your Library’ is a half day course designed for postgraduate students enrolled in a degree in medicine. This session covers an introduction to library resources, such as the catalogue and subject specific database. Also included in this session is a tour of the library highlighting services and technologies available.
Aim
The aim of this course is too provide a comprehensive overview to the library; its services and resources both physical and electronic. This course also aims to provide an introductory overview of core medical databases and effective search techniques.
Learning Objectives:
By the end of the session, participants will be familiar with:
· opening hours of the library and contact details of the library and faculty librarian,
· student borrowing rights and privileges,
· services offered by the library and faculty librarian,
· resources held by the library (print and online books and journals) and how to search and locate these items,
· types of search strategies, keyword templates available and processes, including truncation, synonyms and Boolean operators, 
· processes, including truncation, synonyms and Boolean operators and limiters (e.g. date range, publication types etc).
· techniques and skills to conduct a Medline search including the use of MESH subject headings.
Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of this information skills session, students will be able to:

· locate book and journal collections as well as service points within the physical library and online,
· use the library catalogue to locate relevant resources, their availability and location, and manage their borrower information and place holds/ reservations,

· select electronic databases according to their type of material they cover, date ranges and geographic location (Australian or international)
· develop a search strategy for keyword searching within a database,
· search the Medline database to find information in order to access online article and details of journal articles, 
· Evaluate and refine a search strategy through the use of techniques such as truncations, Boolean operators and synonyms, 
· use the Medline MESH ‘Map to subject heading’ feature to refine searching. 
	Course Schedule 

	Time
	Key Points
	Delivery method
	Resources
	Duration 

	9.00
	Welcome and Introduction
	* Introduce self, ask students to mobile phones off

* Introduce course outcomes and overview, remind students that they can ask questions anytime

 *Icebreaker game- Students to seat themselves in alphabetical order, without talking

	Powerpoint slides – course outcomes and overview
	+ 5 min
+ 5 min

+ 10 min 

	9.20
	Library homepage
	* Live demonstration of library homepage; and relevant links ie. Document delivery, opening hours, referencing and citing etc.
*Working in pairs- searching activities on the library homepage e.g. How much are library fines? How many books can you borrow? What days does the library close at 5pm?
* Group sharing of answers

	Activity Sheet
	+ 10 mins

+ 8 mins

+ 2 mins

	9.40
	Searching the catalogue
	* Live demonstration of searching the catalogue and interpreting a catalogue record

* Individual catalogue searching exercises, share results with partner

	Activity Sheet
	+ 10 mins

+ 10 mins

	10:00
	Library tour
	* tour of the library , pointing out main service points, operation of photocopiers and printers as well as the location of the returns chute 
	Sample bags- includes: library brochures- opening hours, borrowing conditions etc.

	+ 20 min

	10:20
	Coffee
	Coffee
	Coffee
	

	10:40 
	Creating Search Strategies
	* Power point demonstration demonstrating the importance and use of a keyword search strategy. Focus on Boolean operators, synonyms truncation symbols and limiters- eg. Years 
* Show samples of keyword search strategy templates

* Pairs activity- locate the keywords in a research assignment,. 
* Group activity- Brainstorm ways to refine a keyword search strategy –  use truncation, suggest possible synonyms and combine with suitable Boolean operators. Medical Dictionaries available for synonym aid.  

* Student invited to use demonstrator computer to ‘trial’ the final search strategy in the catalogue- group discussion of success and improvements required. 

 
	* Powerpoint Slides

*Sample keyword search templates

* Sample assignment question

* white board for recording group  discussion 
* Medical dictionaries
	+ 10 min

+ 5 min

+ 10 min

+ 5 min 

+ 10 min

	11:20
	Movement game
	* Students to arrange themselves in a straight line by oldest to youngest- no talking allowed. Time limit of 4 minutes

	
	+  5 min

	11:25
	Searching Medline
	* Live Medline demonstration: highlighting the use of ‘MESH subject headings’ and combining searches

* Students to ‘buddy up’ novice Medline user with an experienced Medline user and complete sample searches and “free play” to try some of their own searches  

* Group activity- compare number of search results, what worked, didn’t work etc.
	* Medline searching exercises
	+ 20 min

+ 25 min

+ 5 min


	12: 15
	Question Discussions
	* Ask group for any questions. Also an opportunity for students to request a further demonstration of any concept  that they would like to see again

	
	+  10 min

	12:25
	Wrap up and conclude
	* Conclude the lesson, by reviewing the lesson outcomes

* Also provide students with Librarian contact details for further follow up as well as generic library email, and contact details

	Business cards
Course evaluation forms
	+ 5 min
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