A needs assessment has shown the need for a specific training course for our clinicians which focuses on quality information gathering to support evidence based practice.  The Hospital is committed to providing excellence of service now and in the future. Clinical staff are required to practice evidence based medicine in their clinical work.  Finding quality information to underpin this practice is very important for library clients. To fulfil this need the library is required to provide pertinent resources and ensure that staff are able to competently use them to access quality information. ‘accessing and appraising evidence is rapidly becoming a core clinical competency’(8) 
Up to the present training courses presented by the library have been general. A needs assessment has shown the need for a specific training course for the medical clinicians which focuses on quality information gathering to support evidence based practice as many clinicians are not accessing the necessary information effectively.  I hope to use this assignment to design a more specific training course which can be used in my work. 

This training course will be delivered in small groups. Whilst I  would like to train library clients on a one-to-one basis, thus providing them with individual attention, this is not practical due to time constraints. As  presentations to a large group do not provide individual attention at all I have compromised by choosing small groups of ten people. I have decided to have homogenous groups rather than mixed groups so as to avoid some participants from feeling intimidated due to hierarchical issues . Additionally a questionnaire would need to be sent out to establish skill levels and any special needs of the participants of the groups 

Finding the evidence

Aims, objectives and learning outcomes

The aim of this training course is to provide course participants with the knowledge and skills to be able to access and critically evaluate information in order to obtain the quality information necessary to make clinical decisions that are based on evidence and thus practice best quality evidence based medicine. 

Objectives

By the end of this training course, participants will be familiar with:

· The names and content of suitable library resources used to find evidence to support research and practice.

· the process of formulating a clinical question 
· the process of developing a research question into an effective search strategy
· techniques and skills required to conduct an effective database search including the use of MeSH, Boolean operators, limits and explosion. )
· how to critical appraise the literature 
Learning Outcomes

By completion of this training course, participants will be able to:

· Use information to support Evidence Based Practice.
· Formulate a clinical question 
· Create a good search strategy

·  Conduct effective searches of the electronic information resources  to access quality information
· Critically evaluate information

	Time
	Key Points
	Delivery method
	Resources
	Duration

	9.30
	Registration
	Tea/Coffee- social networking
	Name labels
	30min

	10.00
	Welcome & intro  


	Introduction of presenter/s and participants
Housekeeping info ie where toilets, water etc are located
Aims and  learning outcomes “Stressing the practical end product of undertaking this user empowerment will help motivate the users, make them want to stay the course” (4)
Course content


	Course programme –providing clear information as to length of course, topic breakdown, and format of individual sessions handed out
Handouts-up-to-date, pertinent  “ensure that they are meaningful and relevant to the learner’ (2)with space to write notes


	30 min

	10.30
	Intro to the role of information in EBM practice
Formulating the clinical question
Different types of 
research studies
	 Short lecture
Presenter led discussion with class participation – brain-storming
‘By making learners become more involved, the process of learning is given greater emphasis.’ ( 1)

Group work, then results discussed with the class
	Overhead projector
white screen

Exercise sheets (pre-tested)
Overhead projector
	30mins

	11.00
	
	Morning tea/social networking
	
	30 min

	11.30
	Where to find literature to support practice
Suitable resources available in the Library

	Class discussion where participants are encouraged to share their ideas with others in the group.

‘ You can engage your students by setting activities and seeking input from group members’ (3)

Discussion of the different resources available in the library. 

	
	

	12.00
	Information seeking  strategies

	Demonstration by conducting meaningful searches of some key resources as examples 

Ask participants for examples of searches that they may need to undertake to assist them in their work. 

“Meaningful material is usually more learned” (5)
	Lap top, data show and screen
	

	1.00
	   
	Lunch
	
	60min

	2.00
	Workshop
	 Hands on experience .

Keep extra time in this session for those who need extra attention or time. More skilled participants can use the extra time to undertake further searches on subjects that interest them.

Ask for feedback from the class through this period so slower participants can benefit from other participants

benefit from others   


	Exercise sheets-pre tested

Another colleague to assist
Existing guidelines to relevant databases  handed out
Another colleague to assist helping participants 
	30min

	2.30
	Workshop
	Presenter goes through the completed exercises together with the class
	Lap- top, datashow and screen
	

	3.00
	Critical appraisal of literature.
“There is an obvious need for health professionals to learn how to recognise information which is of good quality and of relevance to their practice” ( 6)


	Presenter leads class discussion

	White screen
	

	3.30
	Questions
	Although participants were encouraged to ask questions all the way through  extra time has been given for further questions or discussion  so as to “…include slippage” time (7)
	
	30min

	4.00
	Conclusion
	Evaluation forms given out
	forms
	


